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CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 02989 

STADIS /////////////////////////// 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, SHUM, SA 

SUBJECT: EXECUTION OF SAUDI PRINCESS 

REF: STATE 44536 

WE WERE PREDICTABLY UNABLE TO OBTAIN TEXT OF THE SAUDI 
STATEMENT FROM THE SAUDI EMBASSY ON SHORT NOTICE. IN 
VIEW OF IMMEDIATE TIMING WE TURNED TO FCO, WHICH 
PROVIDED US WITH A TEXT. FCO NOTES IT WAS ISSUED, NOT 
DIRECTLY BY SAUDI EMBASSY, BUT BY BRITISH PUBLIC RELA- 
TIONS FIRM WITH WHICH SAUDI EMBASSY HAS A CONTRACT, THE 
E.D. O'BRIEN ORGANIZATION. 

BEGIN TEXT: 

ON THURSDAY 26 JANUARY THE BBC BROADCAST A NEWS ITEM 
WHICH HAD BEEN CIRCULATED BY THE BRITISH PRESS. IT 
HAD ALSO BEEN COMMENTED UPON BY A SPOKESMAN OF 
THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT. THE NEWS ITEM ALLEGED 
THAT A SAUDI PRINCESS AND A SAUDI CITIZEN WHO MARRIED 
WERE EXECUTED BECAUSE THE MAN DID NOT BELONG TO 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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THE SAUDI ROYAL FAMILY. 

THE SAUDI ARABIAN GOVERNMENT DEEPLY REGRETS THAT 
SUCH UNFOUNDED NEWS WAS TRANSMITTED OFFICIALLY IN 
A BROADCAST BY THE BBC WHICH ALSO CARRIED A BRITISH 
GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN COMMENT. THE SAUDI ARABIAN 
GOVERNMENT HAS SUBSEQUENTLY RECEIVED AN OFFICIAL 
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APOLOGY FROM THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT FOR ITS COMMENTS 
ON THIS PARTICULAR NEWS ITEM. TO CLARIFY THE ISSUE: - 
THE SENTENCE CARRIED OUT WAS PASSED BY AN ISLAMIC 
COURT AS PUNISHMENT FOR THE ADULTEROUS ACTS COMMITTED 


BY THE TWO ACCUSED PERSONS. IT IS A CRIME FOR WHICH 
THE PUNISHMENT, ACCORDING TO ISLAMIC LAW (SHARIA), 

IS DEATH. THE COUPLE WERE NOT MARRIED AS STATED IN 
THE NEWS STORY. THE MARRIAGE OF A PRINCESS WITH A 
MAN UNRELATED TO THE ROYAL FAMILY IS NOT CONSIDERED 
A CRIME LET ALONE ONE THAT SHOULD BE PUNISHED BY 
EXECUTION. THERE ARE MANY PRINCES AND PRINCESSES 
MARRIED TO COMMONERS AND THIS IS A WELL-KNOWN FACT 
IN THE KINGDOM. 

BREWSTER 
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